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A Note from Our Paster

Beloved,

September always feels a little like a question.

The slower rhythms of summer give way to full calendars, familiar routines, new ministries,
and the return of people we may not have seen for a while. We start looking ahead and asking,

What’s next? I've been thinking about that question a lot this year. Because as a Cooperative
Parish, we have already begun something new. We’ve gathered together. We’ve worshipped
together. We've started learning one another’s names and stories. But beginning something is
not the same as building something.

And so perhaps the better question for us this fall is not, “How do we make this work?” It is,
“What are we building together?”

Paul writes, “We are God’s servants, working together; you are God’s field, God’s building.”
(1Corinthians 3:9)

I love that image because it reminds us that the Church is not something we simply maintain.
It is something God is continually building, and God chooses to build it through ordinary
people like us.

That means there is a place for your gifts. Your ideas. Your prayers. Your willingness to try
something different. Your willingness to welcome someone new. Even your questions and
concerns have a place in the work of building something faithful.

We don't need to have the whole blueprint. We just need to be willing to pick up the next
brick.

So as we enter this fall, I hope we will resist the temptation to spend all our energy asking
whether things look the way they used to. They don't. And perhaps they aren't supposed to.

Instead, let's ask what God might build with us now. Three churches. One parish. Countless
gifts.

Let's see what God can build.

Grace and peace,

Pastorn Ratrina
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From the 2020/2024 Book of Discipline: Section II. Cooperative Parish 1 206.

1. Local churches, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, may enhance their witness to one
another and to the world by showing forth the love of Jesus Christ through forms of
cooperation.

2. Annual conferences shall implement a process of cooperative parish development through
which cooperative parish ministries are initiated and developed in both urban and town- and
country situations. Where cooperative parish ministries already exist in an annual conference,
the conference shall direct the appropriate conference boards and agencies to develop strategies
designed to make use of cooperative ministries as means of creating greater effectiveness in the
nurture, outreach, and witness ministries of urban, suburban, and town and-country situations;
and the annual conference shall prepare and adopt a formal writ- ten policy concerning
cooperative parish ministries, including a plan for financial support. Parish development is an
intentional plan of enabling congregations, church-related agencies, and pastors in a defined
geographic area to develop a relationship of trust and mutuality that results in coordinated
church programs and ministry, supported by appropriate organizational structures and policy.
A superintendent or director of parish development may be appointed to work with the
cabinet(s) in the implementation of these ministries in a conference or an area. In addition,
district superintendents shall submit recommendations annually regarding those churches in
their districts that would benefit from being included in a cooperative ministry.

3. Cooperative ministries may be expressed in one or more of the forms contained in the
following categories. a) Beginning and Exploratory Forms: 1. Cluster Groups— a group of
churches located in the same geographic area with a loosely knit organization that allows the
participating congregations and pastoral charges to engage in cooperative programs in varying
degrees. A district may be divided into cluster groups for administrative purposes. 2. Probe
Staff— composed of the pastors and other staff assigned to a geographic area to explore
possibilities for cooperation and developing strategies for improving ministry. 3. Group
Ministry—a loosely organized group of two or more pastoral charges in which pastors are
appointed or assigned to charges. The pastors and/or lay council representing all churches may
designate a coordinator. b) Structured Forms: 1. Multiple Charge Parishes—intentionally
organized group of two or more pastoral charges in which each church continues to relate to its
charge conference on the organizational level and also participates in a parish-wide council. The
pastors are appointed or assigned to the charges and also to the parish, and a director or
coordinator is appointed or assigned by the bishop.

2 2, Larger Parish—a number of congregations working together using a parish-wide council
and other committees and work groups, as the parish may determine which provides
representation on boards and committees from all churches; guided by a constitution or
covenant and served by a staff appointed or assigned by the bishop and involving a director.
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3. Blended Ministry—the merging of the organizations and memberships of churches spread
throughout a defined geographical area into one congregation that intentionally develops two
or more worship/ program centers, and for which there is one charge conference and one set of
committees and other groups, guided by a covenant and served by a staff and a director
appointed or assigned to the parish by the bishop. ¢) Specialized Forms: 1. Enlarged Charge—
two or more congregations, usually on the same charge and of relatively equal size that work as
a unit with the leadership of one or more pastors. There may be a charge council and
appropriate committees. 2. Extended or Shared Ministry—a larger membership church sharing
ministry with a smaller membership church, usually served by the pastor(s) of the larger
church. 3. Cooperative Ecumenical Parish—two or more local churches of different Christian
traditions including a United Methodist congregation, working together. Either of the above
forms may be utilized. 4. Shared facilities—two or more congregations, one of which shall be
United Methodist, sharing a building, office equipment, etc., such as congregations which use
different languages or which are of different racial/ethnic/cultural groups. The congregations
may enter into a covenant that ensures representation and preserves the autonomy of each
congregation on such bodies as church councils, boards of trustees and other committees and
work groups. The congregations may negotiate a financial agreement about the use of the
facility in order to provide appropriate financial support.

4. Each general board and agency shall arrange for its directors and staff to be trained in
cooperative ministry concepts better to provide support resources for annual conferences and
local churches. 5. Bishops, district superintendents, conference staff, and other leaders shall
become familiar through training with the benefits of cooperative ministries. They shall
provide leadership and training opportunities for pastors and local church leaders as to the
value of cooperative ministries in moving toward excellence in nurture, outreach, and witness
ministries. They are to explore and develop meaningful ministries to persons in congregations,
communities, and the global community.

6. Cabinets shall give priority in the appointment process to appointing directors and clergy
staff of cooperative ministries, especially cooperative parish ministries, who have been trained
in cooperative ministry concepts and who have demonstrated effective ministries of nurture,
outreach, and witness. The cabinet shall develop and implement strategies designed to enable
and equip pastors presently appointed to cooperative parish ministries to provide effective
ministries of nurture, outreach, and witness. 7. Annual conferences and cabinets are urged to
assist in the development and strengthening of cooperative ministries by pursuing funding
assistance from general Church, annual conference, and other sources for each cooperative
ministry, including cooperative parish ministries.

More resources: https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/a-fresh-approach-to-
cooperative-parishes

https://www.neumc.org/parishes; https://clergyeducation.com/events/coop2406/
https://kaykotan.com/details-of-product/product/an-effective-approach-to-
cooperativeparishes-a-congregational-guide-to-discernment-and-implementation
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A Season of

At the August 24th meeting of the joint Worship Committee a decision was made
about how we will proceed on Sunday mornings now that Summer has ended.

After two hours of lengthy discussion and careful discernment, we have decided
that beginning September 20th and continuing through November 15th, our three
churches will enter into a season of intentional gathering and shared worship.
During this season, our worship will be offered from one location each week, and
livestreaming to the other campuses will be paused at the locations that are not
hosting in-person worship that Sunday. The livestream will still be on the Facebook
page and YouTube channel for you to view from home if you cannot make it to the
live service.

This is an intentional opportunity for us to move beyond simply

worshiping alongside one another and to experience what it means to worship as
one body. While technology and those managing it for us have been a tremendous
gift in connecting our congregations, we also recognize that there is something
irreplaceable about being physically present with one another--sharing our prayers,
our voices, our fellowship, and our lives.

In John 17:21, Jesus prays, "that they may all be one." We hear that prayer not as a
mandate to uniformity, but as an invitation to unity.

This season is therefore not about taking something away, but about making room
for something new: deeper relationships, greater connection among our
congregations, and a fuller experience of the oneness of the Body of Christ.

We recognize this may be upsetting to some of you. You may be worried about how
you will get to church. You might think it is a terrible idea. We ask that you speak
directly with the pastor or a member of the committee about these concerns. This is
part of much larger on-going discernment for our tender little parish and parking
lot conversations and letters to the DS are not the way to engage the process.

We pray that you will take this step with us, in good faith, trusting that when we
gather in one place, we may discover that there is strength, confirmation, and
edification in unity.
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Macedon Center Community Lumberjack Festival

Mark your calendars for the Macedon Center Community Lumberjack Festival,
happening Saturday & Sunday, September 12—13, from 8:00 AM—6:00 PM at the
Macedon Center Firemen’s Field, 2481 Canandaigua Road, Macedon. Enjoy an
exciting NYS Lumberjack Association Pro-Am Competition featuring axe
throwing, hot saw, log rolling, crosscut events, springboard and more! The
weekend will also include a lumberjack breakfast, crafts and collectibles,
commercial exhibits, food and beverages, raffles, a petting zoo, bounce house and
other family-friendly activities.

On Sunday at 10:00 AM, Macedon Center United Methodist Church will hold a
special “Come As You Are” worship service under the yellow steeple. Admission to
the festival is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors 60+, $2 for ages 6—14, and free for
children 5 and under. The festival will be held rain or shine. Service dogs only;
no pets or coolers permitted.

HAND BELL PRACTICE
Our first practice of the season is Thursday, September 17th at 7:15 PM
at Macedon Center. Everyone in 6th grade and up (5th grade if you can
read music) is welcome to join us. Even if you have never played an
instrument, you can learn to play handbells. You don’t need to read
music (but it does help). You just need to be able to tell the difference
between pink and blue, count to 4 (or sometimes 6 or 8) and be able to
lift the bells.

Please Note: We will only be playing at Macedon Center, it’s too
much hassle to haul everything to another church. Anyone new to the
group, please let me know you plan on playing by emailing
kcourtney@rochester.rr.com by 9/10.

A
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Victor Campus Workday ~ Many Hands Make Light Work!

Come lend a hand at our upcoming Church Workday! We’ll be working together
to spruce up our church campus with cleaning, organizing, outdoor projects, and
a few other tasks that need some TLC!

Date: Saturday September 26th Time: TBA

There’s a job for everyone—no special skills are required! Whether you can stay
for the whole time or just an hour or two, your help will make a difference.
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Food Pantry Donations
South Perinton takes up a monthly monetary collection and splits the proceeds
between the Fairport, Macedon, and Williamson food pantries. Macedon Center
houses a food shed in their parking lot; non-perishables can be dropped off there
24/7. For September we are collecting peanut butter & Laundry Detergent .
On 4th Sundays we bring our in-kind food pantry donations to church with us.
Those donations are rotated between Williamson Come-Unity Food Shelf,
The Victor Farmington Food Cupboard,
and Palmyra-Macedon-Farmington Food Pantry.
Check out the pantries’ Facebook pages for “most needed items of the week.”

i N
Weekly Offering /Donation Update

As our churches continue through this season of change, we are working to ensure that every
donation is received and recorded accurately and in a timely manner. Donations made at a location
other than your home campus can be difficult to track and process.

We kindly ask that donations be given directly to your home campus, either during worship,
mailed in or by dropping them off at your home campus office. This will greatly assist our counting
teams and help ensure that each gift is properly recorded.

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. We are deeply grateful for every donation and
for the thoughtful generosity that supports our parish, ministries, and many important programs!
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( Grow in Faith Through Weekly Bible Study R
Everyone is invited to join our weekly Bible studies at the Victor Campus! On Tuesdays, Larry
Kay leads Bible study from 1:00—2:30 p.m. in the Conference Room. On Wednesdays, gather in
the Lounge at 6:30 p.m. for a study of The Parables.

Whether you are new to Bible study or have participated for years, you are warmly welcomed to
ioin us for fellowship. conversation. and spiritual growth!
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Family Game Night is Back! - ALL ARE WELCOME!

Join us for an evening of board games, laughter, and fellowship at our monthly Family Game Night!
Pizza, drinks, and cookies will be provided. Donations are gratefully accepted but never required.
Our September Game Night will be held on Friday, September 11, from 6:00—-8:00 p.m. Because we
rotate among our church locations each month, please check the church calendar for the location.
Bring your family, invite a friend, and get ready for a fun evening together!
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Bottle & Can Donations
Bottles & cans be donated to the South Perinton Campus by placing them in the kitchen and to
the Victor Campus by placing them in the bin in the foyer.
If you are returning cans and/or bottles at the Kan Kings Redemption Center on West Main St.
in Palmyra or ALPCO, you can let them know you would like to donate the proceeds the
Macedon Center UMC.
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Community Clothes Closet
The Victor Community Clothes Closet, located in the “old parsonage” of our Victor campus is
open Mondays 4-6pm, Wednesday 10am-12pm, Thursday 4-6pm, and Saturday
10am-12pm. They are always welcoming new volunteers and donations of in-season clothes
can be dropped off at the shed 24/7. If you have any questions, have donations or want to
L volunteer please contact the Clothes Closet Director Karen Hansen @ 585-703-7421. J
i 2\

Our Churches Pray!
Each congregation has an action prayer chain ministry, if you would like to be added to the
MC/SP contact Nancy Quigley in the office. If you would like to be added to the Victor one,
contact Lori Kay. We also have a prayer shawl ministry. If you or someone you know

would like a shawl or quilted lap warmer, please contact Nancy Quigley or Bess Garibay.
&
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Lunch Bunch
Join us for our Monthly Lunch Bunch! Enjoy good food, great conversation, and
time to connect with church family. All are welcome-come as you are! We hope to
see you there! Wednesday, September 30th @ 12 noon. Location: Fire on Main in
the Village of Victor. RSVP to Sheila by 9/28 umcvictorny@gmail.com.

Charge Conference Forms are Due
All forms are now live and due on Thursday, October 1st. At press charge
conference dates have not been confirmed but will be advertised as soon as we
know.

\
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Shoebox Program
The Macedon Center Campus has a Shoebox Program that sends hundreds of boxes
(over 800 last year) filled with personal and health related items to various programs,
including the city’s Open Door Mission. To learn more about how you can support this
amazing ministry and the supplies that we are collecting contact
Jan Mahoney at 585-217-1967 or Linda Zukauskas at 315-597-5113.

-

Calling All Knitters/Crocheters

If you or anyone you know who likes to knit or crochet, Bess Garibay has an
abundance of yarn and is accepting prayer shawls. Call Bess at 585-500-5064.
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October Newsletter Deadline
Please submit all news, events and information for our September
Newsletter to Sheila Bass @ umcvictorny@gmail.com by Friday
Septembehr 18
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SEPTEMBER 6t': FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Ezekiel 33:7-11  Psalm 119:33-40
Romans 13:8-14 Matthew 18:15-20

SEPTEMBER 13th: SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Genesis 50:15-21 Psalm 103:(1-7), 8-13

Romans 14:1-12 Matthew 18:21-35

SEPTEMBER 20th: SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Jonah 3:10-4:11 Psalm 145:1-8
Philippians 1:21-30 Matthew 20:1-16

SEPTEMBER 27th: EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32 Psalm 25:1-8

Philippians 2:1-13 Matthew 21:23-32
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LIFE’S SPECIAL MOMENTS

“This is the day the LORD has made;

Psalm 118:24 ><>

N 9/24
f‘/;lay this )
~ month bring you, - - -

kindness and

nd be glad in it.”
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Happy Bidhday! |
9/1 Bonnie Jacobus 9/20 Richard Long, Kevin Quigley ,
.~ 9/2 GregKnapp 9/20 Sandi Hunt Bonnie & Dave Jacobus f
. 9/2 Angela Kemp 9/21 Judy Zanin
' 9/5 AnnWunder 9/21 Jessica Kemp Ralph & Helen Kommer
! 9/5 Deb Johnston Rawdon 9/22 Connie Jensen
' 9/7 Kerry Smith 9/22 Rachel Johnston Tom & Ann Wunder ‘
9/10 Judy Wunder 9/23 Arnie Pechler
! 9/11 Matthew Eaton 9/23  Shari Ostroswsky ’ Michael & Sue Parisi
| 9/13 Preston Hunt 9/25 Laura Phelps,
' 9/14 Mary Ann Allen, Scott Allen Mitchell Haefele Ken & Kathy Blazey ‘
9/18 Dawn Knapp, 9/26 John Bartholoenevlv,
Marile Waterstraat Karrie Jensen Coole :
9/18 Ed Sidler 9/28 Cathy Stengel . ‘ 9/20 % Ken & Barb Gippe
9/19 Kristen Flower, Alex Hunt ¥  Gerald & Lynnette Smith

blessmgs’
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Can you HELP‘?

Sue Parisi along with a quilting friend Amy, we have identified a preschool
program in need. This is the third year that we have been working with
this school. It has been an amazing experience to see how everyone has
been able to help. These children would have never had these items

we have collected, without you.

PRESCHO LE;}
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The preschool is for 3- and 4-year-olds. Currently there are students
enrolled, but this is a transient population, so that number changes daily,
as does the students who make up that number. There is a great need!
This Rochester City school is in the inner city. After speaking with

Lisa Whitlow, the building principal, we identified the following needs —

ALL DONATED ITEMS CAN BE NEW OR GENTLY USED! - kids den't care!

N ———— These children really den't have have muchn of anything.
BLAN KETS Mlsc CRAFT ‘ BOOKS * Maybe you have your
. . % children’s or grandchildren’s
There is a real need for small
blankets for preschool children SUPPLlES Boo KS ‘ books around that are no
for their naps during school as / that preschoolers BOO KS' longer being used. Garage
the students come all day. Please would use . ‘ sales or used book sales
not twin size or larger blankets. CRAYONSy (“Craft Bits and are a wonderful place to
5°':e:'a":7: L By CONSTRUCTION Pieces” may be \ ‘ find books.
with the child if the teacher .
Opﬁom ; seefaneed. PAPER, MARKERS 3 goodzmon). S::: : :Z:’,t
5 P ) Read together!
O Buy fleece and serge it and, Wm/g/ b@o‘k/s ‘ g !
or tie knots around it. __j . _ The principal would like to
O Cut 2 flannel fabric pieces, C ; coLorinG |l GLUE send a book home with every
sew together with or 5 s [ 2% eo@ 5 ‘ child at the end of the year.
without batting/quilting / a = The school has set up a
O Make a quilt ks 5 Q-’""‘ S ‘ bookcase in the main office
©@. Be creative! e ' el for parents or child to
_ j J help themselves.

Sue will be collecting donations at

S. Perinton United Methodist Church.
In the fellowship hall is a small couch
to leave the items. There is also a bin
next to the couch to add the items into.

Other arrangements can be made if needed. 7; e

If you have any questions or concerns, 9 U 6 : 3 :

please contact Sue Parisi Wg Wt
)

O 585-203-2139
e sueaparisi@icloud.com
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ON MAIN ST

MONDAYS FROM 7-9:00 PM
at Asbury First United Methodist Church
1050 East Avenue, Rochester, NY 14607

OR

VICTOR, NY e =
P

TUESDAYS FROM 7-9:00 PM
at the East Bloomfield United Methodist Church

WLABEN L :':(':""‘; ' . 2 Park Place, Bloomfield, NY 14469
SEPTEMBER 27, 202
-=>>> AT 7PM <<=

For more information, contact the Director at Lbeery@hotmail.com
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Love Boldly, Serve Joyfully, PPN
and Lead Courageously.
Pastor: Office Hours:
Pastor Katrina Cappotelli Sunday - Thursday
pastor.katrina.cappotelli@gmail.com by appointment only.

¢+ CAMPUS LOCATIONS @ v

SOUTH PERINTON VICTOR MACEDON CENTER

291 Wilkinson Rd 106 East Main St 1160 Macedon Center Rd
Fairport, NY 14450 Victor, NY 14564 Macedon, NY 14502
Office I:/umber.‘ Office I\;umber: Office Number:
315-986-2306 315-538-4985 315-986-2306
: Follow us on Facebook:
Victor Oﬁce: MC & SP Oﬁces'. Site Name: The United Methodist Churches
umcvictorny@gmail.com mespumc@rochester.twebe.com of Macedon, South Perinton & Victor

hteps://www.facebook.com/share/1XxZpaY1QH/




