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PARISH
Love Boldly, Serve Joyfully,
and Lead Courageously.

A Note from Our Pacter

I've always thought August feels like a Sunday.

Not because of worship, but because of what comes next. Sunday carries with it the promise—
and perhaps the pressure—of Monday morning. August feels much the same. The vacations
begin to wind down. School supplies appear in every store. Calendars start to fill. Before long
choirs will rehearse, committees will meet, Sunday School classes will gather, and the rhythm
of the church year will begin again.

But before all of that, August gives us a gift: a pause.

The world is constantly telling us to hurry toward the next thing, yet Scripture reminds us
that God's voice is often heard not in the wind or the earthquake or the fire, but in the sound
of sheer silence. Before we rush into another busy season, perhaps this month is an invitation
simply to listen.

As individuals, where is God calling you? Is there a ministry you've always wondered about?
A gift you've been reluctant to share? A neighbor who needs a friend? A conversation you've
been putting off? Discipleship doesn't begin with a committee meeting or a sign-up sheet. It
begins by asking, "Lord, what would you have me do?"

As a Cooperative Parish, we're asking many of those same questions. This is still new for all of
us. We're learning one another's names, traditions, and stories. We're discovering what it
means to be one parish made up of many congregations. That's exciting work, but it is also
holy work. Our task is not simply to preserve what has been, nor to invent something flashy
and new. Our task is to listen together for where the Holy Spirit is leading us.

I don't know every answer to those questions, and I don't think we're supposed to—not yet.
Discernment takes patience. It requires prayer. It asks us to trust that God is already at work
before we arrive with our plans.

So enjoy these last weeks of summer. Rest. Spend time with family. Sit on the porch a little
longer. But somewhere in the quiet, make room to pray. Ask God to prepare your heart for
the season ahead. Ask how your gifts might strengthen Christ's Church. Ask what God is
dreaming for our parish.

If August is the Sunday before the week begins, then let us spend it as faithful people always
have: resting, praying, listening, and preparing with joyful expectation for what God will do

next. P Z ;



A Lettern rom Our Sishofts

Dear siblings in Christ,

|

In recent months, | have watched with deep concern as some of our congregations have faced
significant moments of conflict and disruption during worship and other gatherings. The
situations differ, but the pattern is familiar: disagreements that move from faithful conversation
into public confrontation.

We have seen worship interrupted by challenges to pastoral leadership—including one moment
when a congregant insisted Scripture does not support women in ministry, even as we
celebrate seventy years of women’s ordination in The United Methodist Church.

We have also seen tensions in faith formation and leadership meetings escalate into repeated
disruptions—moments where confrontations and accusations replaced dialogue and grace.
These moments are painful, not only for those involved, but for entire congregations who come
seeking worship, formation, community, and the presence of Christ.

Worship is sacred space. It is where we experience the living God in community, hear the Word
proclaimed, receive the sacraments, and remember who we are as part of the body of Christ.
No one should leave worship remembering an argument more vividly than the presence of
Jesus Christ. No one should leave a Bible study feeling wounded by the very people they trust
with their questions of faith. No one should leave a leadership meeting carrying hurt from
words or actions that do not reflect who we are as followers of Christ and United Methodists.

Scripture reminds us that “a gentle answer turns away wrath” (Proverbs 15:1) and calls us to
“pursue what makes for peace and mutual upbuilding” (Romans 14:19). And Jesus gave us a
clear, grace-filled pathway for navigating conflict in Matthew 18: go first to one another
privately, then—if needed—with trusted witnesses, and only, when necessary, involve the
wider community through the proper channels. This is not a cookie-cutter formula; it is a
posture that protects dignity, honors relationships, and keeps reconciliation at the center.

Healthy faith communities make room for difficult, honest questions, faithful discernment, and
grace-filled accountability—but those conversations must be grounded in humility, respect, and
a willingness to treat one another as beloved children of God. We cannot allow our churches to
mirror the hostility and division that is taking over our society. The Church must offer a different
witness.

Jesus calls us to love boldly, not only when it is easy, but especially when it is hard. Love does
not avoid difficult conversations; love transforms how we have them. Love remembers the
dignity of the person before us. Love looks for understanding before accusations. Love stays
open to the possibility that the Holy Spirit is moving beyond our own certainty.
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This letter is not a call to another debate. It is a call to discipleship—to the discipline of prayer,
often forgotten or dismissed when conflict takes center stage, yet it is still the very practice that
steadies us and reorients us toward Christ. It is a call to reflection. It is a call to live the way of
Jesus amid conflict. If we respond to conflict the same way the world does, we reduce our
witness to the world’s brokenness instead of the hope of God’s Reign.

So, before we speak, may we listen. Before we condemn, may we seek understanding. Before
we assume we know the Spirit’s movement, may we ask where the Spirit is leading—and treat
our siblings as we ourselves hope to be treated.

| invite every congregation in the Susquehanna and Upper New York Area to pray for peace,
compassion, and reconciliation. Pray for pastors and lay leaders walking through challenging
seasons. Clergy are human too, bearing unseen pressures and personal burdens that affect how
they lead. Even amid disagreement or the weight of expectations no one can fully meet, they
continue looking to serve Christ and the church with faithfulness and integrity.

Pray for those who feel unheard or uncertain. Pray for those carrying anger or fear. Pray that
our churches may be places where Christ’s love is more visible than the divisions of our society.

To our pastors and lay leaders: thank you. Week after week, you proclaim the Gospel, care for
your communities, and lead with courage and grace. And to all of us: let us be ambassadors of
reconciliation and peace. In a world where anger is amplified and cruelty is rewarded; the
Church is called to offer a different witness.

We do not rise by shouting louder, colluding against those we disagree with, or tearing one
another down. We rise by loving boldly—the way of Jesus.

May we be a people who reflect the heart of Christ—joyful in service, courageous in leadership,
and always loving boldly.
A Pastoral Prayer
Gracious and loving God, in times of conflict and disruption, draw us back to the heart of Christ.
Teach us to listen with humility, speak with grace, and seek understanding before judgment.
Where there is anger, plant compassion. Where there is hurt, bring healing. Where there is
division, guide us toward reconciliation and peace.

Strengthen our pastors, lay leaders, staff, and congregations with courage, wisdom, patience,
and love. Help us become communities where all are treated with dignity and Christ’s presence
is made visible through our actions.

In the name of Jesus Christ, our peace, our teacher, and our Lord, we pray. Amen.

Together in the journey,

Bishop Héctor A. Burgos-Nuiez

The United Methodist Church

Serving the Susquehanna and Upper New York Episcopal Area
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Paige to Attend Music Conference

Thanks to the incredible generosity of an anonymous donor we are pleased to

announce that Paige Griffin, our parish musician will be attending the Fusion
2026 Worship Music Conference hosted by Discipleship Ministries in Nashville,

TN. September 24-26, Paige will be at the weekend workshop designed to
empower UM pastors, musicians, and worship leaders to create vibrant worship
experience rooted in the Wesleyan tradition.
We can’t wait to see what new ideas she brings home from Nashville!

/

Food Pantry Donations
South Perinton takes up a monthly monetary collection and splits the proceeds
between the Fairport, Macedon, and Williamson food pantries. Macedon Center
houses a food shed in their parking lot, non-perishables can be dropped off there
24/7. For August we are collecting rice & pasta sides.

On 4th Sundays we bring our in kind food pantry donations to church with us.
Those donations are rotated between Williamson Come-Unity Food Shelf,
The Victor Farmington Food Cupboard,
and Palmyra-Macedon-Farmington Food Pantry.

Check out the pantries’ Facebook pages for “most needed items of the week.”
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Victor Campus Safe Sanctuaries Coordinator
We are looking for a volunteer form our congregation to be our Safe
Sanctuaries Coordinator. This role includes things like maintaining
records, assuring all proper trainings are up to date, making sure our
policy book has all the most recent info and coordinating trainings &
updates as necessary. If you would like to hop on board or if you would
like more information, please reach out to the VUMC Campus Office.

N

Our Victor Campus:106 East Main St, Victor, NY 14564
Office Phone 585-924-2621
Email: umcvictorny@gmail.com

a
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Reminder
Donations can be made in person at any of our 3 church campuses or by mailing
in your donation to your campus office. Please remember to add your name and
campus location to your donation. Any anonymous cash gifts will stay at the
campus at which is was received.
NS J
@ N
Collection for Rochester City Save the Date
Preschool The South Perinton Cookie Sale has

We taking up a collection of the following been scheduled for Saturday,

items: Small Blankets (think for nap time) December 12, 2026.

Crayon Construction Paper Markers Craft Cookies with Mrs. Claus, Saturday
L Supplies Books December 19t @ our Victor Campus. y
/i i

Hawaiian Shirt Sunday
On Sunday August 16th we are going to be goofy and all wear Hawaiian prints to
church. Hit the thrift, check the back of your closet, and don your most festive
Hawaiian shirt to church!

g J
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Community Clothes Closet
The Victor Community Clothes Closet, located in the “old parsonage” of our Victor campus is
open Mondays 4-6pm, Wednesday 10am-12pm, Thursday 4-6pm, and Saturday 10am-12pm.
They are always welcoming new volunteers and donations of in-season clothes can be dropped
off at the shed 24/7. If you have any questions, have donations or want to volunteer please
L contact the Clothes Closet Director Karen Hansen @ 585-703-7421. .
= B

Our Churches Pray!
Each congregation has an action prayer chain ministry, if you would like to be added to the
MC/SP contact Nancy Quiigley in the office. If you would like to added to the Victor one,
contact Lori Kay. We also have a prayer shawl ministry. If you or someone you know

would like a shawl or quilted lap warmer, please contact Nancy Quigley or Bess Garibay.
\E A

Our Macedon Center Campus: 1160 Macedon Center Rd, Macedon, NY 14502
Office Phone (315) 986-2306
Email: mespumc@rochester.twcbe.com
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Lunch Bunch
Join us for our Monthly Lunch Bunch! Enjoy good food, great conversation, and
time to connect with church family. All are welcome-come as you are! We hope to
see you there! Wednesday, August 26th @ 12 noon. Location: Rylee’s Diner.
RSVP to Sheila by 8/24 sheila@victorumec.org

Christian Formation Committee
Our new parish needs a joint Christian Formation strategy. If you are currently
leading a bible study, teaching Sunday School, or are just interested in sitting on
such a committee please contact Pastor Katrina. We will need to have a meeting
sometime before Rally Sunday which is tentatively scheduled for September 16th.

Shoebox Program
The Macedon Center Campus has a shoe box program that sends hundreds of boxes
(over 800 last year) filled with personal and health related items to various programs,
including the city’s Open Door Mission. To learn more about how you can support this
amazing ministry and the supplies that we are collecting contact
Lynn Zukauskas at 315-597-5113.

Calling All Knitters/Crocheters Bottles and Cans
If you or anyone you know who likes to @ B dlaratied e e e h

knit or crochet, Bess Garibay has an Perinton Campus by placing them in
abundance of yarn and is accepting prayer the kitchen there.

shawls. Call Bess at 585-500-5064.

September Newsletter Deadline
Please submit all news, events and information for our September
Newsletter to Sheila Bass @ umcvictorny@gmail.com by August 19th

Our South Perinton Campus: 291 Wilkinson Rd, Fairport, NY 14450
Office Phone (315) 986-2306
Email: mecspumc@rochester.twcbe.com
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Faith, Worship & Fellowship
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Worship | 9am @ S.P.
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Mtg M.C. Firehall 7pm
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s Committee Bunch
Victor 6pm Riley’s Diner
Vespers 7pm 12noon
30 31
M.C.
Worship
10am
Clothes Closet Hours:
___ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/share/1XxZpaY1QH/ Mon. & Thurs:: 4-6pm
- YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@ChurchesThree Wed. &.Sao 1 -Noon



AUGUST 2026 LECTIONARY

AUGUST 2nd: TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Isaiah 55:1-5; Psalm 145: 8-9, 15-22
Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 14:13-21

AUGUST oth;: ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
1 Kings 19:9-18; Psalm 85:8-13

Romans 10:5-15; Matthew 14:22-33

AUGUST 16th: TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Isaiah 56:1,6-8; Psalm 67

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32; Matthew 15: (10-20), 21-28

AUGUST 23rd: THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Isaiah 51:1-6; Psalm 138

Romans 12:1-8; Matthew 16:13-20

AUGUST 3o0th: FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Jeremiah 15:15-21; Psalm 26:1-8

Romans 12:9-21; Matthew 16:21-28




VICTOR-FARMINGTON
FOOD CUPBOARD
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e COMMUNITY
VESPERS FOOD DRIVE

Join us for our community food collection event!

Help us stock shelves fo

e
VICTOR (AUGUST 8 « 9:00 TO 11:00 AM

A MONTHLY ECUMENICAL Saturday’ August 8th
PRAYER SERVICE TO CENTER THE SOUL 6548 Anthony Drive. Victor
2
Ancient words. Sacred song. Holy silence.
. Bring non-perishable food donations!
Join Christians from across our community

for a peaceful service of Compline, Tog et her, we can feed our commun ity.

the Church’s historic nighttime prayer.

Whether you come every month
or are simply curious, all are welcome.
*

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23
+ 7:00 PM +

e e

A quiet place to end your day
with scripture, prayer, and peace.

e aleo—
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HOSTED BY
THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER,
EASTERN VALLEY UNITED METHODIST PARISH,
AND FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN VICTOR

Admission
Age 5 & Under Free

AN August Birthdays and Anniversaries

Adults 0
Sr. Citizens (60+)  $5.0

. 0
Lumberjack Bgegkf .
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM BRZRAGARLLIR U2 Matthew & Cathy Stengel 8/7
8/4 ‘Bt\’er(y ’th‘, ‘Brian Kemmerer "
I N T 8/5 Charlie Escriva, Bud Kemp Jr. g & ‘}'aye Long 8/8
Attt B 8/6 Eva Maric Wilder Darrell & Mary Rublee 8/13
Age6-14 S 3/8 Ken D. Eaton; Bill & Kathy Courtney 8/13

Pancakes, Eggs, Sausage

Adults $12.0 8/9 Sarah Sohns
et S Sr. Citizens(60+) 0 8/10 Evaline Schaal Paul & Tracey joﬁnston 8/17
o — - C@jﬁtjﬁeﬂf 8/11 ‘Racﬁel"Mnnlray, Christa Schneider Steve & Sharon ’}[aefefe 8/20
Macedon Center Community 10:00 AM - 590 pm TR LR Tracy & Ed Schaner 8/23

Axe Throw, Hot Saw, Log Roll| 8/14 Helen Kommer;
8/15 Arlene Airy

* ® isc St ) c
Lu m ber’ aCk Festlva l F?es;uitl:::g,ost:::?nlzzoarr(;s:c 8/16 Carol Tellier, Amy Ferstead Manning

CEM WX NN  8/17 Barb LaBrake;

September 12 & 13, 20 26 Sun.-Pros andFinats 8/20 Amy DeSeyn
8:00 AM-6:00 PM Other Attractions i/ziﬁw,:; izav“zf:}w(e"' Cody & syle 0 God, whose love is steadfast and whose
8:00 AM -6:00 PM ik S mercies never fail: We give you thanks for

Macedon Center Firemen’s Field ot R B

- ’ 2 8/27 Amanda Wilder, Mary Bartholomew
Commercial Exhibits, Food s
2481 Canandaigua Road, Macedon NSO 525 Tom Packard, Erik Phelps

Zoo, Bounce House & mord 8/31 Sfyfar Smith, ‘Amy gerl;er,gilrf}(otzmng

8/26 Kolin Leibenguth; ¥ A # & =
g those who celebrate the anniversaries of

their marriage. Continue to unite them in
[ove, sustain them by your grace, and
o £

make their [ife together a witness to the

NYS Lumberjack Association e SOl
0 Gal s thwis are i yvurfmmf ok faithfulness of Christ; who lives anc

it “Come As You Are Service reigns with and the Holy Spirit, one God,
Pro-AmCom petltl on Macedon Center favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin ;o ¢ 6
¢ now and forever. Amen.
United Methodist Church  another year. Grant that they grow in wisdom "

Under the yellow steeple amfgrace, and’s!rm‘qtﬁen their trust in your
Sunday Service 10:00AM  goodness all the days of their lives; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

NEW YORK STATE LUMBERJACKS ASSOCIATION

Macedon Center Fire Dep
@ 2481 Canandaigua Road
Macedon, NY 14502

Sponsored by: LANDPRO STIHL (315) 986-4736

acedoncenterfire.org

** Service Dogs only — No pets or coolers allowed - Rain or Shine**



